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ABSTRACT

Despite numerous studies have been conducted on contemporary
Arab political speeches, the application of isti'arah as an analytical
category, particularly in discourse addressing the Palestinian issue,
remains underexplored. Furthermore, prior work drawing on Arabic
balaghah theory has concentrated predominantly on religious texts,
poetry, and literary works, leaving the official speeches of Arab
leaders largely unexamined. This study addresses that gap by
identifying the types and structures of isti'‘arah and examining the
rhetorical and ideological representations they construct across five
official Arabic speeches delivered by Abdel Fattah el-Sisi on Palestine.
A qualitative textual analysis grounded in Arabic balaghah was
employed. Non-literal expressions were identified and classified as
either isti'arah tasrihiyyah or isti'arah makniyyah through the
identification of musta'ar lahu, musta'ar minhu, qarinah, and al-jami’,
and subsequently mapped into representational patterns. Fourteen
isti'arah expressions were identified: five instances of isti‘arah
tasrithiyyah (35.71%) and nine of isti'‘arah makniyyah (64.29%),
indicating a predominance of implicit comparison. Four interrelated
representational patterns emerged: Palestine as a suffering yet
morally central issue; conflict as destructive and dehumanizing
violence; morality as historical judgment and lost values; and
political resolution as restoration, reconciliation, and reconstruction.
Theoretically, the findings demonstrate that isti'arah operates not as

discourse, mere rhetorical ornamentation but as a structured linguistic strategy

that concretizes political realities, intensifies moral evaluation, and
legitimizes diplomatic solutions. Practically, the findings affirm the
analytical relevance of classical baldaghah to the study of
contemporary Arab political discourse.
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INTRODUCTION

Political speeches about Palestine often articulate diplomatic positions,
humanitarian concerns, ideological alignments, and moral evaluations (Aslam et al,
2024). The Palestinian issue is framed not only as a territorial or diplomatic matter, but
also as a question of justice, historical responsibility, human suffering, regional stability,
and international legitimacy (Amaireh, 2024; Barari & Yacoub, 2024; Igbal & Farukh,
2025; Warshagha et al., 2024). This is evident in Abdel Fattah el-Sisi's speeches, which
speak from Egypt's distinct geopolitical and diplomatic position. Egypt's stance on the
Palestinian issue positions el-Sisi's speeches as a vehicle for articulating humanitarian
concerns, regional stability, and political responsibility (El-Shafaa‘?, 2025; Ibragimov,
2021; Stein, 2025). These speeches reflect the interplay of formal diplomatic language,
humanitarian concern, moral positioning, and figurative expression that characterizes
contemporary Arab political discourse. Within this context, language plays a central role
in constructing the Palestine-Israel conflict through moral, affective, and ideological
narratives (Amaireh, 2024; Faisol et al., 2021; Igbal & Farukh, 2025; Warshagha et al,,
2024).

Previous studies have examined contemporary Arabic political discourse through
the lenses of ideology, persuasion, discourse structure, political image construction, and
linguistic representation. Research on political imagery, imperative structure, lexical
cohesion, and transitivity indicates that Arabic political discourse often employs
grammatical, lexical, and pragmatic strategies to organize arguments and reinforce
ideological meaning (Dugalich et al., 2023; Khafaga, 2023; Mulovi¢, 2023; Reflinaldi &
Faisol, 2023). Studies focusing on el-Sisi's speeches further show that his political
discourse has been analyzed in relation to environmental and gender issues, where
framing, ecolinguistic devices, metaphors, and ideological representations connect
political leadership to broader social, national, and humanitarian concerns (Alhamshary,
2024; Ulfa & Adha, 2023; Zanaty, 2023). Across these works, el-Sisi and contemporary
Arabic political discourse emerge as a productive object of political and linguistic
analysis. Yet they share a common methodological orientation — critical discourse
analysis, pragmatics, corpus linguistics, ecolinguistics, or ideological analysis — and
have left largely unexplored the potential of classical Arabic rhetorical theory,
particularly isti‘arah ‘metaphor’ in balaghah ‘rhetoric’.

Within political discourse and media representations of the Palestinian issue,
previous studies show that Palestine-related discourse is often constructed through
ideological, emotional, rhetorical, and moral frameworks. Faisol et al. (2021) show that
digital discourse on the Palestinian conflict is pragmatic and mobilizational, enabling
expressions of solidarity, criticism, anger, and resistance. The conflict is also
represented through competing narratives, affective language, lexical -choices,
euphemisms, dysphemisms, and metaphorical framing that shape public understanding
and ideological positioning (Amaireh, 2024; Igbal & Farukh, 2025; Rohmatullah & Degaf,
2025; Warshagha et al., 2024). Other studies demonstrate that metaphors and rhetorical
frames function as cognitive and ideological mechanisms for conceptualizing conflict,
suffering, resistance, legitimacy, and humanitarian responsibility (Alhirthani, 2024;
Eldin et al., 2024; Pratama, 2025; Shiddiq & Rofiuddin, 2024). What emerges from this
body of research is a consistent picture: language is not peripheral to the Palestinian
issue but constitutive of it. Most of these studies, however, focus on media
representations, journalistic framing, or modern discourse analysis rather than on
official speeches by Arab leaders.

Aqilah, Agussalim, Haeruddin, & Zuhriah | 123


https://doi.org/10.15548/diwanjurnalbahasadansastraarab.v18i1.2714

Diwan: Jurnal Bahasa dan Sastra Arab [¢P-ISSN 1693-4725 e E-ISSN 2442-3823]
Vol 18, No. 1, January-June 2026, 122-139
https://doi.org/10.15548/diwanjurnalbahasadansastraarab.v18i1.2714

In the Arabic rhetorical tradition, political speech frequently employs isti‘arah,
which shifts a word’s original meaning to another through qarinah, a contextual
indicator that prevents literal interpretation. Recent studies show that Arabic rhetorical
heritage remains important for analyzing contextual meaning and the relation between
wording and meaning (Al-Dadi, 2025). More specifically, studies on Qur’anic discourse,
Arabic poetry, literary texts, and Qur’anic translation show that isti‘arah has been
productively used to analyze figurative meaning through its types, such as isti‘arah
tasrihiyyah and isti‘arah makniyyah, and the semantic relation between literal and non-
literal meanings (Ali & Romli, 2021; Amalina et al., 2024; Firdaus et al., 2022; Fitriani &
Yusuf, 2022; Murdiono et al., 2022). Related studies on Arabic figurative language, majaz
mursal, and broader balaghah analysis further confirm the relevance of classical
rhetorical categories in interpreting non-literal and contextual meanings (Amanda &
Walidin, 2022; Elmhemit & Taufiq, 2024; Hidayat et al., 2025). However, these studies
remain concentrated on sacred texts, poetry, literary works, translations, and theoretical
balaghah, while the application of isti‘arah to contemporary Arab political speeches on
Palestine remains limited. Bridging classical Arabic rhetorical analysis with
contemporary political discourse is precisely the direction future research — and this
study — needs to take.

Modern linguistics and discourse studies have contributed significantly to the
analysis of figurative language in political communication. Lakoff & Johnson (1980) and
Kovecses (2020) argue that metaphor is not merely decorative but a conceptual
mechanism for understanding abstract realities through concrete and culturally situated
experience. The use of metaphor in political speech can build legitimacy, emotional
appeal, and moral evaluation, thereby shaping public discourse (Burgers et al., 2016;
Charteris-Black, 2018). Figurative language can also contribute to the construction of
political authority, historical memory, collective identity, and ideological positioning (Al-
Ghazzi, 2021; Almaani, 2023; Vrabel, 2025; Wiredu, 2021). However, isti‘Grah in the
Arabic rhetorical tradition cannot simply be reduced to the modern linguistic category
of metaphor. Although both involve a shift in meaning, isti‘Grah has its own conceptual
structure, technical vocabulary, and analytical procedures through musta‘ar lahu,
musta‘ar minhu, qarinah, and al-jami‘. As a balaghah-based analytical category, isti‘aGrah
is distinctive in that it connects broader discussions of figurative language in political
discourse to classical Arabic rhetorical analysis.

Across the surveyed literature, research on figurative language in contemporary
political discourse remains dominated by conceptual metaphor theory, critical discourse
analysis, framing theory, and corpus-based approaches, leaving isti‘arah, as a classical
balaghah category, largely underexplored. Methodologically, previous studies often
identify metaphorical expressions in general but rarely examine their internal rhetorical
structure through musta‘ar lahu, musta‘ar minhu, qarinah, and al-jami‘. Empirically,
studies of el-Sisi's speeches have addressed persuasion, ideology, transitivity, lexical
cohesion, and ecological discourse, but none have specifically examined how isti‘arah
operates in his speeches on Palestine. Furthermore, studies of Palestine-related
discourse have largely focused on media representations and conflict narratives rather
than on official speeches by Arab leaders. What is needed, then, is research that links
balaghah analysis to contemporary political discourse — work capable of making a
distinctive theoretical contribution while engaging productively with the existing
scholarship.

Against this backdrop, two research questions guide the present study: 1) What
types of isti‘aGrah are used in el-Sisi's speeches about Palestine? 2) How do these isti‘arah
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expressions construct representations of conflict in Palestine? Addressing these
questions allows for a coherent analysis of isti‘Grah as both a rhetorical structure and a
tool for political meaning-making. Three contributions follow from this. Theoretically,
the analysis demonstrates the relevance of classical balaghah to the analysis of
contemporary political discourse; methodologically, it applies the structural categories
of isti‘arah to modern speech data; and empirically, it grounds these categories in el-
Sisi's speeches as a specific corpus of Arab political discourse on Palestine. Its central
argument is that isti‘arah in el-Sisi's speeches functions not merely as rhetorical
ornamentation but as a linguistic strategy that concretizes abstract political concepts,
strengthens moral legitimacy, builds emotional resonance, and frames the Palestinian
issue within contemporary Arab diplomatic and humanitarian discourse.

METHOD

This study employs qualitative textual analysis to examine isti‘arah and its
rhetorical and ideological functions in political discourse. The data consist of five official
speeches delivered in Arabic by Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi on the
Palestinian issue. These speeches were purposively selected based on two criteria: they
explicitly addressed Palestine and were delivered in official national, regional, or
international forums. To ensure data transparency and corpus traceability, the five
speeches are listed in Table 1 and included in the reference list as primary corpus
sources.

Table 1. Identification of the Corpus of Abdel Fattah el-Sisi's Speeches on Palestine

Code Speech Title Date Source URL
S1 8" aoladl e do,all aaall 04/03/20  The Arab Republic of https://www.presidenc
- .25 Egypt Presidency y.eg/AR/-cus
Ol (E1-Sisi, 2025) ~ollaall/LsH
Al-Qimmah al-‘Arabiyah ghayr alyesslls/event-04-03-
al-‘adiyah “Qimmat Filastin” 2025/

Extraordinary Arab Summit
"Palestine’s Summit"

S2 G gl e Aolx)l Al 19/12/20 The Arab Republic of https://www.presidenc

. 24 Egypt Presidency y.eg/AR/-cls /2l
o (El-Sisi, 2024b) Lusyll/speeches1912202
al-Jalsah al-Khassah ‘an al- 4-1/

Awda“ fi Filastin wa-Lubnan

Special  Session on the
Situation in Palestine and
Lebanon

S3 & @yl aulady) Lleid 556 11/06/20  The Arab Republic of https://www.presidenc

.. 24 Egypt Presidency y.eg/AR/-Clas/aut,
) . s
> (El-Sisi, 2024a) sl /speeches1162024
Mu’tamar  al-Istijabah  al- /
Insaniyyah al-Tari'ah  fi
Ghazzah
Urgent Humanitarian

Response for Gaza Conference

S4 a0 Lolias cands Blmiael - pme s 23/11/20 The Arab Republic of https://www.presidenc
23 Egypt Presidency y.eg/AR/-Cls/als
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https://www.presidency.eg/AR/قسم-الأخبار/الفعاليات-والمؤتمرات/event-04-03-2025/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/قسم-الأخبار/الفعاليات-والمؤتمرات/event-04-03-2025/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/قسم-الأخبار/الفعاليات-والمؤتمرات/event-04-03-2025/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/قسم-الأخبار/الفعاليات-والمؤتمرات/event-04-03-2025/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/الرئاسة/خطب-الرئيس/speeches19122024-1/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/الرئاسة/خطب-الرئيس/speeches19122024-1/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/الرئاسة/خطب-الرئيس/speeches19122024-1/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/الرئاسة/خطب-الرئيس/speeches19122024-1/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/الرئاسة/خطب-الرئيس/speeches1162024/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/الرئاسة/خطب-الرئيس/speeches1162024/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/الرئاسة/خطب-الرئيس/speeches1162024/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/الرئاسة/خطب-الرئيس/speeches1162024/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/الرئاسة/خطب-الرئيس/speeches23112023/
https://www.presidency.eg/AR/الرئاسة/خطب-الرئيس/speeches23112023/
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Onladd (El-Sisi, 2023b) ol /speeches2311202

3
Tahya Misr: Istijabat Sha‘b /

Tadamunan ma‘a Filastin

"Long Live Egypt-Long Live

Palestine” Event
S5 Lgde pead goiadl ady a3l 12/02/20 The Arab Republic of https://www.presidenc

.23 Egypt Presidency y.eg/AR/-clas /2,
el I-Sisi, 2023
(El-Sisi, a) Jes,)l/speech1222023/

al-Mu’tamar Rafi® al-Mustawa
li-Da‘m Madinat al-Quds

Speech at Conference in
Support of Al Quds
Note: All speeches were retrieved from the official website of the Presidency of the Arab

Republic of Egypt.

Data were collected using documentary techniques. The five speech texts were
read repeatedly to identify words, phrases, clauses, or expressions exhibiting a shift
from literal to non-literal meaning, based on the isti‘arah framework (Amalina et al,
2024; Nuha & Musyafaah, 2022). The coding process involved marking potential
isti‘drah expressions, examining them against balaghah criteria, and classifying them as
isti‘arah tasrihiyyah ‘explicit metaphor’ or isti‘aGrah makniyyah ‘implicit metaphor’. The
classified expressions were then grouped inductively into four main representational
patterns. Data analysis proceeded in three steps. First, each isti‘aGrah expression was
structurally analyzed to identify musta‘ar lahu, musta‘ar minhu, qarinah, and al-jami’,
drawing on the theories of Al-Jurjani (1954), Al-Qazwini (2003), and Al-Sakkaki (2000).
Second, the classified expressions were grouped into the four representational patterns
that emerged from the data. Third, the rhetorical and ideological functions of isti‘arah
were interpreted in relation to the framing of Palestine, moral legitimacy, collective
emotion, and political resolution (Amalina et al., 2024; Fitriani & Yusuf, 2022).

RESULT

This section presents the findings in two parts. The first part identifies the types
and structures of isti‘arah found across the five speeches. In contrast, the second
examines how these expressions construct representations of Palestine, the conflict,
morality, and political resolution.

Types and Structure of Isti‘arah in Abdel Fattah el-Sisi's Speeches

Analysis of the five speech corpora identified isti‘arah tasrihiyyah in five data sets
and isti‘arah makniyyah in nine. The frequency and distribution of the data across the
five speech corpora are presented in detail in Table 2, and each isti‘arah identified was

then analyzed according to its classification.

Table 2. Frequency and Distribution of Isti‘aGrah Types in the Five Speech Corpuses

Type of Isti‘Grah S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 Frequency Percentage
Isti‘arah tasrihiyyah 1 1 3 0 0 5 35.71%
Isti‘arah makniyyah 3 0 0 3 3 9 64.29%
Total 4 1 3 3 3 14 100%
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Isti‘arah Tasrihiyyah

Isti‘arah tasrihiyyah refers to explicit metaphor, in which the musta‘ar minhu ‘the
borrowed-from term’ is stated directly in the text. Each excerpt below is analyzed by
identifying its musta‘ar lahu, the explicitly mentioned musta‘ar minhu, the qarinah that
blocks a literal reading, and the al-jami’ that grounds the resemblance between the two
terms. This phenomenon is evident in the excerpts below.

Excerptl = (anad slSS sl cluss oo Lidhis 42155 Lo Jb 3 @50 281y poull Linasm
da¢y el (egall ol B3 e o A6 Lo 30y cmaenl BN 1,81 u.dl_.
Bydtuns Aoy Voo
yajma‘una al-yawma wagqi‘un mu’limun fi zilli ma tuwajihuhu
mintaqatuna min tahaddiyat jisam takadu ta‘sifu bi-al-amn wa-
al-istigrar  al-iqglimiyayn, wa-tubaddidu ma tabaqqd min
murtakazat al-amn al-qawmi al-‘Arabi, wa-tuhaddidu duwalan
‘Arabiyah mustagqirrah.

Today, we are brought together by a painful reality in light of
the grave challenges facing our region, which almost sweep
away regional security and stability, dissipate what remains of
the foundations of Arab national security, and threaten stable
Arab states.

Excerpt2 e Ll Oloaadl yawl cos 2aaadl old ) sl ol ol oaal
Jlabls elud mae oro paded "E v " e duis Lo slddal
imtaddat niran al-harb al-Isra’iliyah ild Lubnan al-shaqiqah,

haythu asfara al-‘udwan al-Isra’tli ‘an istishhad ma yazidu ‘ald
arba‘at alaf shakhs min  baynihim nisa’ wa-atfal

‘The fires of the Israeli war extended to sisterly Lebanon, where
the Israeli aggression resulted in the martyrdom of more than
four thousand people, including women and children.’

Excerpt 1 contains isti‘arah tasrihiyyah on the phrase murtakazat al-amn al-qawmi
al-‘Arabi ‘the foundations of Arab national security’. Its musta‘ar lahu is the essential
elements that support Arab national security, while the explicitly mentioned musta‘ar
minhu is murtakazat ‘foundations’. Its garinah is al-amn al-qawmi al-‘Arabi, because
national security cannot literally have a physical foundation, and al-jami‘ lies in
structural support, stability, and dependency. Excerpt 2 contains isti‘aGrah tasrihiyyah on
the phrase niran al-harb ‘the fire of war’. Its musta‘ar lahu is the destructive and
expansive effects of war, while the explicitly mentioned musta‘ar minhu is niran ‘fire’. Its
qarinah is al-harb al-Isra’iliyah, because war is not literal fire, and al-jami” lies in its
ability to spread, destroy, harm, and devour whatever it reaches.

Excerpt3  alusial Lpd o - 88giun pé Aslud] 2031 o 832 plad dduny Lo Adsius O]
Slxl) 5 e g laall Jasd o lasdly aagall Shas

inna mas’uliyat ma ya‘ishuhu qita‘ Ghazzah min azmah insaniyah
ghayr masbtqah ... yutimmu fiha istikhdam silah al-tajwi* wa-al-
hisar li-ja‘l al-qita‘ ghayr qabil li-al-hayah.
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‘The responsibility for the unprecedented humanitarian crisis
experienced by the Gaza Strip .. in which the weapon of
starvation and siege is used to make the Strip unlivable.’

Excerpt4  Clic § msmtll Plao alusial e a8gtlly lasdl Al slel Jailyul al3]]
gl oLyl
ilzam Isra’ll bi-inha’ halat al-hisar, wa-al-tawaqquf ‘an istikhdam

silah al-tajwr’ fi ‘iqab abna’ al-qita“.

‘Obliging Israel to end the state of siege and to stop using the
weapon of starvation in punishing the people of the Strip.’

Excerpt5  si> e § Sy dahaill 3 Gialaally Hlanadly Sl I au ol Juawdls
ododl d I35 e < Lyl
fa-al-sabil al-wahid li-ihlal al-salam wa-al-istiqrar wa-al-ta‘ayush
f1 al-mintaqah yakmunu fi ‘ilaj judhtir al-sira® min khilal hall al-
dawlatayn.

‘The only way to establish peace, stability, and coexistence in
the region lies in treating the roots of the conflict through the
two-state solution.’

In Excerpt 3, the expression silah al-tajwi’ wa-al-hisar ‘weapons of hunger and
siege’ is classified as isti‘arah tasrihiyyah because musta‘ar minhu, i.e., silah ‘weapons’, is
explicitly mentioned. Its musta‘ar lahu is the coercive use of hunger and siege, while its
qarinah lies in the fact that hunger and siege are not physical weapons. Al-jami‘lies in
danger, pressure, and the ability to subdue the target. Excerpt 4 contains isti‘arah
tasrihiyyah on silah al-tajwi’ ‘weapons of hunger’. The omitted musta‘ar lahu is the use of
starvation as a coercive, punitive method, while the explicitly mentioned musta‘ar minhu
is silah ‘weapon’. Its qarinah is al-tajwi’ ‘starvation’, because starvation is not a physical
weapon, and al-jami‘ lies in its capacity to injure, weaken, suppress, and punish. In
Excerpt 5, judhur al-sira“ ‘roots of conflict’ is also isti‘arah tasrihiyyah. The explicitly
mentioned musta‘ar minhu is judhtr ‘roots’, while its musta‘ar lahu is the deep causes of
conflict. Its garinah is al-sira“ ‘conflict’, which cannot literally have botanical roots. Al-
jami‘lies in depth, origin, hiddenness, and causal continuity.

Isti‘arah Makniyyah

Isti‘arah makniyyah refers to an implicit metaphor, in which the musta‘ar minhu is
omitted and conveyed only through a semantic signifier attached to the musta‘ar lahu.
Each excerpt below is analyzed by identifying its musta‘ar lahu, the omitted musta‘ar
minhu it implies, the signifier that carries this implication, the garinah that blocks a
literal reading, and the al-jami‘ that grounds the resemblance. This phenomenon is
evident in the excerpts below.

Excerpt 6  cipws (i Jmadl 852 § Sas Lo bl Shsb cadguin 2pluddl 5,513 ¢
4B ALY

inna dhakirat al-insaniyah sa-tatawaqqafu tawilan amama ma
hadatha fi Ghazzah, li-tusajjila kayfa khasirat al-insaniyah
qatibatan.
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‘Indeed, the memory of humanity will pause for a long time
before what happened in Gaza, to record how humanity as a
whole has lost.’

el )19 cpadlly

yajma‘una al-yawma wagqi‘un mu’limun fi zilli ma tuwajihuhu
mintaqatuna min tahaddiyat jisam takadu ta‘sifu bi-al-amn wa-
al-istiqrar al-iglimiyayn.

‘A painful reality brings us together today, in light of the grave
challenges facing our region, which almost sweep away regional
security and stability.’

EXC@FptS quglaﬂch‘}mwtwumj c‘MLM—?édA‘}" é)i L’.b

wa-ana ard al-amala fi jam‘ina hadha, wa-nahnu nastghu li-al-
mustagbali ‘unwanan wa-numahhidu lahu tarigan.

‘I see hope in this gathering of ours, as we formulate a title for
the future and pave a road for it

Excerpt 6 contains isti‘arah makniyyah because dhakirat al-insaniyah ‘human
memory’, is given the action of stopping and recording. Its musta‘ar lahu is memory,
while the omitted musta‘ar minhu is a human witness or historian. The signifiers are sa-
tatawaqqafu ‘will stop’ and li-tusajjila ‘to record’. Its qarinah lies in the impossibility of
memory literally stopping or writing, and al-jami‘ lies in preservation and witnessing.
Excerpt 7 contains isti‘arah makniyyah because al-tahaddiyat al-jisam, ‘great challenges’,
is given the action of sweeping away security and stability. Its musta‘ar lahu is those
great challenges, while the omitted musta‘ar minhu is a destructive storm or a fierce
gale. The signifier is the verb ta‘sifu bi- ‘to sweep’ or ‘to strike’. Its garinah lies in the
impossibility of political challenges literally acting like the wind, and al-jami‘ lies in its
destructive, dangerous, and destabilizing power. Excerpt 8 contains isti‘arah makniyyah
because al-mustaqgbal ‘the future’, is represented as a written work with a title and as a
journey destination with a prepared path. Its musta‘ar lahu is the future, while the
omitted musta‘ar minhu consists of a written work and a journey or destination. Its
signifiers are ‘unwan ‘title’ and tariq ‘path’. Its garinah lies in the impossibility of the
future literally having a title or a physical path, and al-jami‘ lies in its purposeful
planning, direction, formation, and preparation.

Excerpt 9 g o Yo lacid s Jae Db Juall &l cyls

bal darat alat al-qatl bila ‘aqlin yurshiduha wa-la damirin
yu’annibuha.

‘Rather, the Kkilling machine kept turning, with no reason to
guide it and no conscience to rebuke it.’

Excerpt 10 oardl @lie orawdd 3 Lilal Lt (53 a1 2lad DU claylall gl aal

la-qad awhanat al-mumarasat al-la-insaniyah allati ta‘arrada
laha ahluna fi Filastin ‘aza’im al-ba‘d.

‘The inhuman practices to which our people in Palestine have
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been subjected have weakened the determination of some.’
Excerpt 11 Lyiie Slelpo Il on 83528l Alud¥ (e g

nabhathu ‘an al-insaniyah al-mafqidah bayna atlal sira‘at
sifriyah.

‘We search for the lost humanity among the ruins of zero-sum
conflicts.’

Excerpt 9 contains isti‘drah makniyyah in the phrase alat al-qatl ... bila ‘aqlin
yurshiduha wa-la damirin yu’annibuha ‘a killing machine ... without reason to guide it
and without conscience to rebuke it’. The musta‘ar lahu is alat al-qatl ‘killing machine’,
which refers to an organized system of violence. In contrast, the omitted musta‘ar minhu
is a human moral agent capable of reason and conscience. The semantic markers of the
omitted human image are ‘aql ‘reason’, damir ‘conscience’, yurshiduha ‘guides it’, and
yu’annibuha ‘rebukes it. Humans, not inanimate machines, usually possess these
attributes. Its garinah lies in the impossibility of a machine literally possessing an
intellect or moral conscience, and al-jami‘lies in the behavior that should be governed
by awareness, deliberation, and ethical control.

Excerpt 10 contains isti‘arah makniyyah because the word ‘aza’im al-ba‘d ‘the
determination of some people’ is treated as a physical body or structure that can be
weakened. Its musta‘ar lahu is determination, while the omitted musta‘ar minhu is the
body, pillar, or structure. The signifier is the verb awhanat ‘to weaken’. Its qarinah lies in
the impossibility of determination literally becoming physically weak, and al-jami‘lies in
the loss of strength, steadfastness, and endurance under pressure. Excerpt 11 contains
isti‘arah makniyyah because al-insaniyah ‘humanity’ is represented as a person or
valuable object that can be lost and sought. The musta‘ar lahu is humanity, while the
musta‘ar minhu that is lost is a lost person or a lost object. The signifiers are nabhathu
‘an ‘we seek’ and al-mafqiidah ‘the lost’. Another metaphor appears in atlal sira‘at
sifriyah, ‘the ruins of zero-sum conflicts’, in which conflict is represented as a destroyed
building. Its qarinah lies in the impossibility of humanity being literally lost or conflict-
producing physical ruins, and al-jami‘ lies in loss, destruction, and the need for
restoration.

Excerpt 12 Ll slis] soled cgluall @b ao Joadl - Budl lia ol o - bolgiug
Lwd!
bt

wa-sa-tuwdsilu min ajli hadha al-hadaf al-‘amala ma‘a tarafay
al-sira‘li-i‘adat ihya’ al-masar al-siyasi.

‘It will continue, for the sake of this goal, to work with both
parties to the conflict to revive the political track.’

Excerpt 13 Jole sl By cld Baams cpasad 1 e aDlaeld A pall By0ldly Lyl Loos was
JL¥l U2l oo ¥ dmige Golaily duaiddl ausge e Laas Lgead Jalig
fa-qad madadna aydina bi-al-mubadarah al-‘Arabiyah li-al-salam
allati tadmanu tahqiqa dhalika wafqan li-siyaqin ‘adilin wa-
shamil; fa-da‘iina nada‘uha ma‘an mawdi‘ al-tanfidh, wa-I-natwi
safhat al-alam min ajli al-ajyal al-qadimah al-Filastiniyah wa-al-
Isra’iliyah ‘ald haddin sawa’.
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‘We have extended our hands through the Arab Peace Initiative,
which guarantees the achievement of that goal within a just and
comprehensive framework; so, let us put it together into
implementation and fold the page of pain for the sake of future
generations, Palestinian and Israeli alike.’

Excerpt 14 . Sinad of ¥ dahill wlol wolyy (@S8sam oy5liy (@bl el aal ceal
ally pas gl aﬁﬁ-‘ﬁi iy
na‘am, la-qad talat mu‘anatukum, wa-ta’akhkharat huqiiqukum,
wa-zadat azamat al-mintaqah, illa anna qadiyatakum, la zalat
awlawiyah ladd Misr wa-al-‘Arab.

‘Yes, your suffering has indeed lasted long, your rights have
been delayed, and the crises of the region have increased; yet
your cause remains a priority for Egypt and the Arabs.’

Excerpt 12 contains isti‘arah makniyyah in the expression i‘adat ihya’ al-masar al-
siyasi ‘reviving the political path’. Its musta‘ar lahu is al-masar al-siyasi ‘political path’,
namely the abstract diplomatic process. In contrast, the musta‘ar minhu is a living being
that can lose its vitality and then be revived. The semantic marker of the omitted living
being is ihya’ ‘reviving’, which literally belongs to the semantic field of life and death. Its
qarinah lies in the impossibility of a political process literally dying and then being
revived, and al-jami‘ lies in the restoration of activity, vitality, and effectiveness after
inactivity or cessation. Therefore, this expression is classified as isti‘Grah makniyyah
because the living being, as musta‘ar minhu, is omitted, while one of its attributes, the
ability to be revived, is attached to the political process. Rhetorically, this metaphor
presents the continuation of negotiations as restoring life to a diplomatic process that
had been dormant.

Excerpt 13 contains isti‘arah makniyyah in two expressions. In madadna aydina
‘we extend our hands’, the musta‘ar lahu is a political offer for peace, while the omitted
musta‘ar minhu is a human act of reconciliation; its signifier is the gesture of extending
the hand. In natwi safhat al-alam ‘we fold the pages of suffering’, the musta‘ar lahu is the
accumulated suffering, while the omitted musta‘ar minhu is the written page or record.
The signifiers are natwi ‘we fold’, and safhah ‘page’. Its qarinah lies in the impossibility of
a political initiative becoming a physical hand or suffering becoming a literal page. Al-
jami‘lies in the openness and reconciliation of the first expression, and the closure and
transition of the second. In Excerpt 14, ta’akhkharat huqiiqukum ‘your rights have been
delayed’ is classified as isti‘arah makniyyah. Its musta‘ar lahu is huqtiq ‘rights’, while the
omitted musta‘ar minhu is a traveler or an expected arrival. Its signifier is ta’akhkharat
‘delayed’. Its qarinah lies in the impossibility of rights literally traveling or arriving late,
and al-jami‘lies in delayed realization or postponement.

Isti‘arah and the Representation of Palestine in Abdel Fattah el-Sisi's Speeches

Data analysis reveals that Palestine is represented through expressions
emphasizing suffering, delayed rights, and collective solidarity. Excerpt 10, awhanat ...
‘aza’im al-ba‘d ‘weakening the resolve of some people’, portrays Palestinian suffering as
a pressure that weakens inner resolve, while the phrase ahluna fi Filastin ‘our people in
Palestine’ places Palestinians within a shared moral community. Excerpt 14 reinforces
this pattern through ta’akhkharat huqiqukum ‘your rights have been delayed’, which
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frames Palestinian rights as legitimate yet unrealized. The phrase qadiyatakum la zalat
awlawiyah ladd Misr wa-al-‘Arab ‘your cause remains a priority for Egypt and the Arab
nation’ further links Palestine to Arab political and moral responsibility. Overall, this
representational pattern constructs an image of Palestine not as a passively suffering
entity, but as one whose rights are actively defended within the discourse of Arab
solidarity. This suffering is consistently accompanied by an affirmation of moral and
collective attachment, which forms the basis for the subsequent representation of the
conflict itself.

Unlike Palestinian suffering, which is represented through moral attachment, the
conflict is represented through imagery of fire, weapons, storms, and machines that
emphasize its destructive force. Excerpt 2 uses niran al-harb ‘the fire of war’, to depict
war as a pervasive, all-consuming force. Excerpts 3 and 4 use the terms silah al-tajwi’
wa-al-hisar ‘weapons of hunger and siege’ and silah al-tajwi’ ‘weapons of hunger’ to
depict starvation and siege as coercive instruments, while Excerpt 9 adds the image of
alat al-qatl ‘killing machines’ lacking reason and conscience. What these images share is
an insistence that the conflict is not a neutral military event but destructive, coercive,
and morally uncontrolled violence. The subsequent representations then shift toward
morality, constructed through expressions that personify humanity and memory. In
Excerpt 6, dhdkirat al-insaniyah sa-tatawaqqafu ... li-tusajjila ‘humanity's memory will
pause ... to record’ represents humanity's memory as a witness or historian, lending the
Gaza crisis a historical and moral dimension while providing a narrative counterbalance
to the preceding violence.

This moral counterbalance is reinforced in Excerpt 11, which presents al-insaniyah
‘humanity’ as al-mafqidah lost’ amidst the ruins of the conflict. Together with the
description of al-mumarasat al-la-insaniyah ‘inhumane practices’ in Excerpt 10, these
data construct the Palestinian issue as a crisis involving the loss of human values,
judgment on that loss, and the prospect of restoration. From this moral judgment, the
narrative shifts toward a political resolution represented through images of healing,
revival, movement, reconciliation, and closure. Excerpt 5 uses the metaphor of ‘ilaj
judhtr al-sira‘ ‘treating the roots of conflict’, linking peace to the need to address the
underlying causes of conflict and to the two-state solution. Excerpt 12 represents
diplomatic engagement through i‘adat ihya’ al-masar al-siydsi ‘reviving the political
path’. In contrast, Excerpt 8 represents the future through the title and the road, and
Excerpt 13 presents peace as an outstretched hand and the folding of the pages of
suffering. Each of these images casts the political settlement as an active process of
healing, preparation, reconciliation, and transition. This narrative arc moves from
suffering through conflict and moral judgment toward resolution.

These four representational patterns, namely Palestine as the suffering yet morally
central party, the conflict as destructive and inhumane violence, morality as historical
judgment for the loss of humanity, and the political settlement as restoration, operate
through five intersecting rhetorical and ideological strategies. Abstract political realities
are first rendered concrete through imagery of foundations, roots, weapons, roads,
machines, and pages. The destructive force of conflict is then intensified through fire,
weapons, ruins, and uncontrolled machinery — imagery that morally and politically
delegitimizes violence against the Palestinian people. References to memory, humanity,
conscience, and loss further reposition Palestine as a matter of collective Arab moral
responsibility rather than merely an external diplomatic concern. Images of healing,
rebirth, a prepared path, and the closing of a painful page then legitimize the negotiated
political settlement as a process of moral and political healing. Finally, these
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metaphorical representations are reinforced by appeals to international law, United
Nations and Security Council resolutions, the 1967 lines, the two-state solution, and
international institutions. Through these five strategies, el-Sisi is discursively positioned
as a rational and morally responsible Arab statesman, and Egypt as a central mediator
between Palestinian rights, collective Arab responsibility, and international legitimacy.

The conflict is presented not only as a security crisis but also as a moral and legal
failure demanding coordinated Arab action and an internationally supported political
settlement. Other Arab actors are positioned as partners in a shared responsibility to
protect the Palestinian cause, while international institutions provide legal,
humanitarian, and diplomatic legitimacy for the proposed settlement. Thus, isti‘arah
does more than concretize abstract issues: it aligns emotional and moral identification
with Palestine alongside Egypt's diplomatic program of a ceasefire, humanitarian aid,
reconstruction, Palestinian statehood along the 1967 lines, and a just and
comprehensive peace. What the analysis reveals, in the end, is that isti‘Grah in these
speeches consistently unites their rhetorical and ideological dimensions into a coherent
narrative framework.

DISCUSSION

Across the five speeches examined, isti‘Grah in el-Sisi's speeches related to
Palestine functions not only as a figurative ornament but also as a structured rhetorical
and ideological device. The corpus yielded 14 data items, comprising 5 cases of isti‘drah
tasrihiyyah and 9 cases of isti‘arah makniyyah. That el-Sisi's speeches rely more often on
implicit metaphorical structures — in which abstract political concepts are rendered
through attributed actions, qualities, or semantic markers — points to a preference for
suggestion over declaration. More important than this distributional pattern, however,
is that isti‘arah constructs four interrelated representations: Palestine as a suffering yet
morally central issue; the conflict as destructive and coercive violence; morality as the
judgment of history and lost humanity; and the political solution as healing, rebirth,
reconciliation, and closure. These representations show that isti‘arah functions as a
meaning-making device through which political crises, humanitarian suffering, and
diplomatic solutions are rendered rhetorically concrete.

When read against prior scholarship on el-Sisi and contemporary Arabic political
discourse, the present findings confirm certain established conclusions while pushing
beyond them. Studies by Dugalich et al. (2023), Khafaga (2023), Mulovi¢ (2023), and
Reflinaldi & Faisol (2023) show that Arabic political discourse employs linguistic,
pragmatic, semiotic, and grammatical strategies to construct political imagery,
persuasion, cohesion, transitivity patterns, and ideological meaning. Studies more
directly concerned with el-Sisi's speeches, such as Zanaty (2023), Alhamshary (2024),
and Ulfa & Adha (2023), demonstrate that his discourse draws on ideological framing
and representation in discussing environmental, social, and national issues. The present
study departs from these approaches by examining isti‘aGrah as a classical Arabic
rhetorical category, showing how political meaning is shaped through musta‘ar lahu,
musta‘ar minhu, qarinah, and al-jami‘. What emerges is a balaghah-based perspective on
el-Sisi’s political discourse.

These findings also align with studies on Palestine-related discourse and media
representation. Previous research has shown that the Palestine-Israel conflict is often
framed through ideological, emotional, metaphorical, and moral language (Amaireh,
2024; Igbal & Farukh, 2025; Rohmatullah & Degaf, 2025; Warshagha et al., 2024).
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Similarly, semantic analysis of the term tahrir 'liberation' in Al Jazeera's online news
coverage shows how a single politically loaded term can carry shifting ideological weight
depending on context (Aini & Idris, 2024). Broader studies of Arab media discourse also
show that media representation can construct political actors and international conflicts
through ideological strategies of inclusion, exclusion, categorization, and actor
positioning (Khairunnisa et al, 2025). More specifically, studies have argued that
metaphors and rhetorical framing shape how conflict, suffering, resistance, legitimacy,
and humanitarian responsibility are conceptualized (Alhirthani, 2024; Eldin et al., 2024;
Pratama, 2025). Across this scholarship, moral, ideological, and representational
framing emerge as organizing principles in conflict discourse. The present study departs
from these works by focusing on official speeches by an Arab leader and examining
representational construction through classical Arabic rhetorical categories rather than
relying solely on modern discourse analysis. The metaphors of delayed rights,
weaponized hunger, lost humanity, and the roots of conflict demonstrate that el-Sisi’s
speeches frame Palestine as a matter of moral responsibility, humanitarian urgency, and
legitimate political rights.

The present findings extend prior work on balaghah and isti‘Grah, which has
shown the productivity of isti‘Grah in analyzing Qur’anic discourse, Arabic poetry,
literary texts, and translations (Ali & Romli, 2021; Amalina et al., 2024; Firdaus et al,,
2022; Fitriani & Yusuf, 2022; Murdiono et al.,, 2022). At the same time, they support
broader arguments that classical Arabic rhetorical frameworks remain useful for
interpreting contextual and non-literal meaning (Al-Dadi, 2025; Elmhemit & Taufiq,
2024; Hidayat et al, 2025). What the present corpus adds is an application to
contemporary Arabic political speeches, showing that isti‘aGrah is not limited to literary
or sacred texts but also functions in modern diplomatic discourse. Expressions such as
silah al-tajwi’ ‘weapons of hunger’, ta’‘akhkharat huqiqukum ‘your rights have been
delayed’, and i‘adat ihya’ al-masar al-siyasi ‘reviving the political path’ demonstrate that
classical rhetorical concepts can analyze contemporary political meaning, especially
when discourse relies on moral evaluation and figurative representation.

At the theoretical level, this analysis positions isti‘arah as a bridge between
classical Arabic rhetoric and modern political discourse analysis. Modern metaphor
studies by Lakoff & Johnson (1980), Charteris-Black (2018), Kévecses (2020), and
Burgers et al. (2016) emphasize the cognitive, persuasive, and framing functions of
metaphor, while Azis et al. (2025) show the role of balaghah in persuasion, aesthetic
force, and meaning intensification in Arabic texts. Unlike conceptual metaphor, which
relies on source-target mapping, isti‘arah offers a more structurally specific vocabulary
through mushabahah ‘resemblance’ and the identification of musta‘ar lahu, musta‘ar
minhu, qarinah, and al-jami‘ (Al-Jurjani, 1954; Al-Qazwini, 2003; Al-Sakkaki, 2000;
Nasser et al., 2023). These formally differentiated analytical categories are not employed
in the same way within Lakoff and Johnson's conceptual metaphor framework.

On a more practical plane, the analysis offers a model for analyzing Arab political
speech using balaghah-based categories. Researchers working in Arab rhetoric, political
discourse, and Palestine-related communication will find in these data a demonstration
of how figurative expression organizes political meaning in official diplomatic speeches.
The study also offers pedagogical value, showing that the teaching of balaghah is
relevant not only to Qur'anic texts, poetry, or literature but also to contemporary
political language. This is a point with direct implications for how isti‘arah is taught. It
can help students and researchers alike understand how political speech uses figurative
language to frame humanitarian crises, legitimize political solutions, and establish
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collective moral responsibility, thereby contributing to both the study of Arab rhetoric
and the broader analysis of political communication in the contemporary Arab world.
For all these reasons, isti‘Grah should not simply be subsumed under the general
category of modern linguistic metaphor, as it has its own conceptual structure and
analytical procedures in balaghah.

CONCLUSION

This study identifies two types of isti‘arah: five cases of isti‘arah tasrihiyyah and
nine cases of isti‘arah makniyyah. Isti‘arah tasrihiyyah operates through explicitly stated
comparative images, whereas isti‘arah makniyyah, which appears more frequently,
operates through implicit comparison. In constructing Palestinian representations, the
structure of isti‘arah yields four interrelated patterns: Palestine as a morally central
suffering victim; the conflict as destructive, coercive, and dehumanizing violence;
morality as judgment on history and lost humanity; and the political settlement as
healing, rebirth, movement, reconciliation, and closure. Through these representational
patterns, el-Sisi is constructed as a rational and morally responsible Arab statesman, and
Egypt as a mediator linking Palestinian rights, collective Arab responsibility, and
international legitimacy. Isti‘Grah in el-Sisi's speeches thus functions not simply as
rhetorical ornamentation but as a structured linguistic strategy for organizing political
meaning, moral evaluation, and diplomatic legitimacy.

Several limitations bear acknowledgment. The corpus is confined to five speeches
from Abdel Fattah el-Sisi's political discourse related to Palestine, and the analytical lens
is specifically isti‘Grah as understood in Arabic balaghah. Its findings, therefore, cannot
be generalized to all Arab political discourse or to other forms of figurative language.
Given the marked dominance of isti‘arah makniyyah, future corpus research could
examine whether implicit figurative comparison characterizes a specific variety of Arab
summit and diplomatic discourse, or whether it appears with similar frequency in press
conferences, interviews, and social media communications. Conceptual metaphor
research might further investigate whether recurring images of fire, weapons, machines,
medicine, life, streets, and pages form a systematic source-target mapping across a
larger corpus. At the same time, critical discourse analysis could more systematically
examine how these metaphorical patterns legitimize Egypt's diplomatic role, construct
Arab collective responsibility, delegitimize violence against Palestinians, and position
the two-state solution within international legal and political legitimacy.
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